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let him place them on foot with us French men-at-arms to make the assault, and then his Lands-knechte can follow, if they care to."
The Good Knight's opinion was considered most wise, and his message was sent to the Emperor, who thought it very fair and reasonable, for he had a high sense of honour. So he caused his drums and trumpets to summon all the princes, lords, and captains of Germany, Burgundy, and Hainault. When they were all assembled in his presence, Maximilian told them that he proposed within an hour to make an assault upon the city, of which he had already told the French gentlemen, who were all anxious to do their duty, and who begged that the gentlemen of Germany would go with them and follow where they showed the way. " Therefore, gentlemen," he added, " I earnestly pray that you will accompany them to the breach and go on foot with them ; and I hope by the help of God that the first assault will deliver the enemy into our hands."
When the Emperor had finished his speech a sudden strange and wonderful noise arose amongst the Germans, and lasted for the space of half an hour. Then one of them, who was charged to speak for all, replied that they were not the sort of people who would go on foot, or who would go thus to a breach, but that their real condition was to fight like gentlemen on horseback. No other answer could Maximilian obtain, yet, however much it displeased him, [ |                   he gave no sign, but simply said : " Well, my lords,
we must consider what is best to be done."
Then he immediately called a gentleman of his
